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More than 50 people 
applied for the position of 
Texas Southmost College 
president, but after a 
three-hour executive 
session Thursday night, 
the TSC board of trustees 
appointed Lily Tercero, 
chief budget officer of 
the Alamo Community 
College District in San 
Antonio.
Board members 
thanked the transition 
team and the hiring 
committee for their 
work in selecting the 
candidates.
Before announcing 
their decision, Trustee 
Trey Mendez said: 
“The hardest part 
about today is 
having to tell five 
people that they 
are not getting the 
job. I personally 
was looking for 
someone who 
was intelligent, 
e n e r g e t i c , 
k n o w l e d g e a b l e , 
fearless and likable, and I 
think that our, hopefully, 
future president fits all 
that criteria.” 
The appointment was 
met with a round of 
applause from the room.
The board authorized 
the transition 
team to negotiate 
the contract with 
Tercero.
Tercero was not 
at the meeting, 
but a day before, 





“As difficult as this 
transition may be for 
some individuals, we 
need to look beyond it, 
to the future,” she said 
of the dissolution of the 
partnership between the 
college and the University 
of Texas at Brownsville.
“I am honored and 
very excited to have been 
selected as the president, 
and I look forward to the 
wonderful work we have 
before us in the coming 
months and years,” 
Tercero told The Collegian 
Friday afternoon. 
The other finalists 
were Nora Garza, vice 
president for resource 
development at Laredo 
Community College; 
Roberto Gutierrez, vice 
president for Academic 
Affairs at Rhodes State 
College in Ohio; Daniel 
Holt; former president 
and CEO of Blinn College 
in Brenham; Karen 
Bleeker, former president 
of the Community College 
at Denver; and Robert 
Muñoz, vice president 
for continuing education 
services at Tarrant County 
College in Fort Worth.
In other business, the 
board:
--authorized Chet 
Lewis, TSC interim vice 
president for Finance 
and Administration, to 
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Check out a slideshow of Galeria 
409’s “Blue” exhibition, which 





What you see in front 
of you as you sit in class 
is the progression of 20 
years: the professors, the 
students, new facilities 
and lush landscaping. 
The University of 
Texas at Brownsville 
will celebrate its 20th 
anniversary at 4 p.m. 
Thursday in the Education 
and Business Complex 
courtyard. 
A new symbol for 
the university, a bell, 
will be presented to the 
community. UTB/TSC 
President Juliet V. García 
will inform the crowd 
about its significance and 
why it was chosen to be 
the icon. 
University of Texas 
System Chancellor 
Francisco G. Cigarroa will 
be the keynote speaker. 
Members of the campus 
community will also 
speak at the event, such 
as representatives from 
the Academic Senate, 
Staff Senate and Student 
Government Association 
President Arturo Guerra, 
officials from the 
President’s Office said. 
On Sept. 1, 1991, the 72nd 
Legislature established 
UT-Brownsville to 
fulfill the needs of the 
growing population in 
the area. The anniversary 
coincides with the Texas 
Legislature dissolving 
the partnership with 
Texas Southmost College. 
Before the dissolution, 
the partnership was to 
be celebrated on this 
date. However, officials 
said TSC will still be 
mentioned, as had it not 
been for the college, UTB 
would not have been able 
to be launched. 
By rene Cardona Jr.
COLLEGIAN EDITOR
UTB/TSC has an open 
admissions policy, but 
next fall, UT-Brownsville 
will implement admission 
standards requiring 
students to be “college 
ready.”
The University of Texas 
System has decided 
that when UTB and 
TSC separate, the new 
admissions policy will 
take effect. 
Provost Alan Artibise 
said it used to be that 
prospective students 
could just show up on 
campus, present their 
high school diploma and 
they would automatically 
be admitted.
“Since we were a 
blended institution, 
we went with an open 
admissions [policy] and 
what we are doing now is 
that as we become UTB 
without TSC, we will have 
admission standards,” 
Artibise said.
The change will start 
at the beginning of next 
fall and will continue to 
change over time.
Artibise said that as 
time goes by, the policy 
will increase in standards.
“We are doing 
it because we are 
becoming a full-fledged 
autonomous university 
and universities have 
admission policies, but 
if you can’t meet those 
standards you will have 
an alternative, which is 
a community college,” he 
said. “So students that 
can’t meet our standard 
can go to TSC because 
community colleges are in 
the business of taking all 
students and figuring out 
what they need to do, and 
UTB is in the business 
of offering bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral 
degrees, so we expect 
the students to be college 
ready, without having to 
spend our resources on 
doing remedial courses, 
versus on the various 
career paths that we 
created.” 
U T - B r o w n s v i l l e ’ s 
admission requirements 
next fall are as follows: 
Students in the top 25 
percent of their high 
school class will get in 
automatically. Those in 
the second quarter must 
have a score of 790 on 
the SAT and 16 on the 
ACT. Students in the third 
quarter must have scores 
of 830 and 17 on the SAT 
and ACT, respectively. 
Those in the fourth 
quarter must score 870 
on the SAT and 18 on the 
ACT.
The final option, 
“holistic review,” 
considers the possibility 
of admission for those who 
did not meet admission 
standards but were good 
in other aspects of school, 
such as sports. 
Artibise said about half 
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Will you be a UTB or TSC student?
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The Collegian is the 
multimedia student newspaper 
serving the University of 
Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College. 
The newspaper is widely 
distributed on campus and is 
an award-winning member of 
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Bring your lawn 
chair and blankets 
to the Student Union 
lawn from 8:30 to 
9:55 p.m. and watch 
a comedy that has 
been described as 
“gut bustingly funny,” 
by Entertainment 
Weekly. Admission 




The Student Radio 
Club (SRC) is putting 
together its first promo 
compilation CD.  If 
you’re an original band, 
DJ, etc., and would 
like to be a part of 
the compilation, email 
the-src@hotmail.com. 
All genres will be 
considered.






the public to “Power 
Hour Network” from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at the Madeira 
restaurant, located 





Porter Zoo will 
host Brownsville 
Appreciation Days 
Sept. 9 through 11. 
Residents with ID 
may visit the zoo at 
a reduced cost of $2. 
For more information, 
call 546-7187.
Want your event to be featured? 
Submit event information one week 
in advance, before 5 p.m. Tuesday 
to collegian@utb.edu. First come 
first serve, but student organization 
events are given preference. 
--Compiled by Michelle Serrano
Pedal Against 
Child Abuse
Angels of Love will 
host Pedal Against 
Child Abuse from 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
McAllen Municipal 
Park in McAllen.  A 
60-, 40- and 25-mile 
ride are scheduled as 
well as a Kids’ Rodeo.  





The Office of Student 
Life and Student 
Organization Services 
will host its annual 
Student Organization 
L e a d e r s h i p 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
conference from 8 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Saturday in 
the Student Union’s Gran 
Salon. Training featured 
will be leadership and 
skill-based topics that 
will help current and 
new members manage 
their clubs. For more 
information, call the 
Office of Student Life 
at 882-5138.
STEMS Mentor Club
The STEMS Mentor 
Club will meet at 12:30 
p.m. every Wednesday 
in SETB 2.260. The club 
is open to all majors. For 
more information, contact 




The Center for 
Civic Engagement, 
in partnership with the 
BISD/UTB Food Bank 
of Brownsville, is 
collecting food donations 
for homeless students 
in various areas around 
campus. Shopping 
carts for donations 
are located at the REK 
Center, Student Services 
Building, Student Union, 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira 
Memorial Library, 
Student Health Services 
and International 
Technology, Education 
and Commerce Center 
Suite G1. Donations being 
sought are single-serving 
juice packs, canned 
goods, instant noodles 
(in a cup/bowl), cereal, 




and toiletries. For 
more information, call 
Gabriela Herebia at 
882-4303.
Eco-Bus volunteers
The Rio Bravo Eco-
Bus seeks interns willing 
to travel for the promotion 
of volunteerism and 
sustainability projects. 
Interested students may 
contact Joe Boswell at 
jboswell@rbwi.org or visit 
www.rbwi.org.
Brownsville Heart Walk 
The American Heart 
Association will 
conduct its annual 
Brownsville Heart 
Walk from 7:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Oct. 22 at the 
Brownsville Sports 
Park. The purpose of 
the event is to encourage 
the community to take 
healthy steps toward a 
heart-healthy lifestyle. 
For more information, 
call Caitlin Martone 




are invited to attend 
a workshop titled 
“Navigating Your 
Sophomore Year” 
from noon to 1 p.m. Sept. 
15 in Tandy Hall 113. For 
more information, call the 
Student Success Center at 
882-8292. 
Photo competition
“Life Through the 
Lens,” an annual juried 
photo exhibit presented by 
the UTB/TSC Student 
Union, is accepting 
photo submissions to 
be unveiled in El Gran 
Salon Oct. 10. Entry 
forms may be picked 
up in Student Union 
1.20. An electronic 
copy of the entry form 
may be requested from 
patr ic ia .m.longor ia@
utb.edu or may be 
downloaded at www.
utb.edu/studentlife. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Oct. 3.




Resaca De La 
Palma State Park in 
Brownsville will offer 
special white-wing dove 
hunting from noon to 
sunset. Regular dove 
season begins Sept. 23 
and continues every 
weekend through 
Oct. 10.  For more 
information, call 350-
2920.
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Members of the Sigma Psi Delta sorority include (front row, from left) junior early childhood education-bilingual major Sherry Negrete, 
junior English major Kaitlin Lara, senior accounting major Layshauni Rodriguez, junior biology major Brittney Moreno and sophomore 
accounting major Janeth Robles. Back row: senior biology major Yahaira Reyes, junior early childhood education-bilingual major 
Cassandra Hernandez, junior early childhood education-ESLl major Angie Blankernship, senior music education major Peggy Sue 
Reyna and senior music education major Natalia Montez.
Name: Sigma Psi Delta
Purpose: To direct students in their future responsibility as citizens in society. Sigma 
Psi Delta is a social sorority that is based on sisterhood, community service and the 
promotion of student life. 
Established: 1996
President: Layshauni Rodriguez





Community service: Texas Adopt-a-Highway, Driscoll Children’s Hospital, 
Friendship of Women Inc., Project 100%, Martin Luther King Day.
Activities: Leadership conference, Greek potluck dinner, Christmas social, 
Valentine’s Day social. The sorority also attends soccer, volleyball and baseball games. 
Meetings: 5 p.m. every Sunday in Gorgas Hall (for members and prospective 
members only). 
Membership requirements: Must be a female UTB/TSC student with a 2.5 grade-
point average or higher. 
Dues: $100 per semester. Pledges and Little Sisters are required to pay $25.




The following are among the incidents reported by Campus Police 
between Aug. 22 and 28.
Tuesday, Aug. 23
6:40 p.m.: An officer issued a citation to a Ford 
Excursion parked in a handicapped space in the Barnes 
& Noble Bookstore parking lot. At 7 p.m. another 
officer noticed a man removing the handicapped 
parking sign. The man was issued a citation for 
criminal mischief.
Thursday, Aug. 25 
4:57 p.m.: A student waved down a Campus Police 
officer for help in unlocking his vehicle. After the 
vehicle was opened, the officer noticed a strong smell of 
pot. He arrested the student on a misdemeanor charge 
of possession of marijuana.
Sunday, Aug. 28
9:16 p.m.: A Campus Police officer cited two students 
for minor in possession of alcohol at Casa Bella. 
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
would meet the standards.
“To give you some sense 
of what this means is that 
in regards to our freshman 
class this year, about 55 
percent were college ready 
and 45 percent were not in 
either one or more areas of 
the reading, composition 
and math tests,” he said.
Current UTB/TSC 
students do not need to 
worry about the policy 
change because it will 
apply to incoming students 
next year. 
Artibise said students 
who are starting to apply 
now for next year will 
get a pop-up on their 
computer screen that 
will say: “What is your 
intention?” “Why do you 
want to go to college?”and 
depending on what degree 
you want, it will tell you the 
requirements that would 
need to be met to be a UTB 
student.
UTB/TSC receives its 
revenues from tuition 
and state appropriations 
so there could be less 
revenue because of the 
fewer students that will be 
admitted, he said.
“I’m not too concerned 
that our revenue will drop 
dramatically because I 
believe it will even out,” 
Artibise said.
He said there will be 
a “modest” increase in 
tuition.
“We are looking at what 
we would call a guaranteed 
tuition policy and that is an 
agreement we would make 
with a student when they 
come in as an incoming 
freshman,” Artibise said. 
“If they complete in four or 
five years, we’ll guarantee 
the same tuition fee each 
year until they are finished, 
so there’s a way we are 
going to try to adjust to the 
cost for students and what 
we want to do is reward 
full-time students who 
finish on time.” 
Admission
Continued from Page 1
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The Student Government 
Association plans to 
survey students this week 
on UTB/TSC’s newly 
implemented year-round 
parking permit.
Many students have 
complained about having 
to pay $60 for a yearly 
permit, when some may 
only need it for a semester.
“We need to hear what 
[the students] want to say 
in order for us [to] present 
a solution and say, “this 
is what they want,” Julie 
Jaramillo, the SGA’s new 
vice president of policy and 
procedure, said during last 
Tuesday’s SGA meeting. 
“We cannot make decisions 
ourselves without asking 
the students what they 
want to do and that’s the 
reason our president, with 
the VP’s in agreement, we 
came out that we’re going 
to present a survey.”
The survey will consist 
of no more than five 
questions, Jaramillo 
told The Collegian late 
Thursday, adding that 
it will be available on 
Blackboard sometime this 
week.
In other business 
Tuesday, the senate 
approved the appointment 
of four new members 
nominated by President 
Arturo Guerra. They are 
Alfonso Almeida, senator 
at large; Carlos Gutierrez, 
senator for the College of 
Liberal Arts; Senator at 
Large Pedro Licona, who 
succeeds Jaramillo as 
vice president of public 
relations; and Jaramillo, 
who succeeds Javed 
Paiman, who resigned 
Aug. 23. 
“This year, when I spoke 
to President Guerra and I 
spoke to [Vice President 
of Admininistration] 
Normalinda Reyna, we 
came up with several 
ideas that I think we can 
implement to kind of 
reach out to the students 
via social media, via 
events, getting together 
other clubs, and other 
organizations together and 
actually having them work 
with us, and you know not 
just see what we can do for 
them, but actually see what 
we can do together and I 
hope to be able to reach 
out a little bit more from 
this position and be able to 
spread the word,” Licona 
said after being asked by 
the senate why he wanted 
the position.
Asked the same 
question, Almeida replied: 
“I applied for this position, 
first of all, because I want 
to get involved with the 
student government, help 
my university.”
Carlos Gutierrez said: “I 
see many issues that the 
SGA tries to attempt but 
fails to do, so I am not here 
to criticize you. I am here 
just to be heard. I want 
people just to hear my 
ideas, and if they’re wrong, 
you tell me and I won’t 
come back, and if you like 
them, then I’ll just come 
back again.”
By Stephanie Mendez  
THE COLLEGIAN
Parking Permit Poll coming
SGA wants students’ input on fee
Student Government Association President Arturo Guerra administers the oath of 
office Tuesday to Pedro Licona, vice president of public relations; Julie Jaramillo, vice 
president of policy and procedure; Carlos Gutierrez, senator for the College of Liberal 
Arts; and Alfonso Almeida, senator at large. 
 Héctor aguilar/collegian
UTB/TSC will conduct criminal background checks 
on more than 700 university employees to comply with a 
new University of Texas System policy, officials say.
 “If you are charged and convicted of a crime anywhere 
in the U.S., there is a public record somewhere that 
indicates that,” Alan Artibise, provost and vice president 
of Academic Affairs, said last Wednesday in an interview 
with The Collegian. “So, a criminal background check 
means that we go to public databases and find out if your 
name is there anywhere.”
In a campuswide email dated Aug. 24, Artibise 
said about 745 employees have never had a criminal 
background check since they were hired prior to the 
implementation of the current CBC policy in 2005.
 “If you control any money, if you work in a child care 
center, all the people in the Allied Health Department 
and nursing, those all were already covered,” Artibise 
said, referring to those employees who were required to 
undergo checks before the new policy was implemented. 
“So, what we are doing is expanding an existing program.”
According to the new UT System policy, “an individual 
with a criminal record will not automatically be 
disqualified from promotion or employment. UT System 
and UT institution policies and procedures will require 
that a case-by-case analysis be conducted.”
Artibise said: “We are looking for things related to 
sexual kinds of offenses, particularly with minors and 
financial things. It’s a judgment call on our part. [It 
depends on] what your job is, what the nature of the 
offense is [and] when it was.”
If a report indicates that an applicant or current 
employee has a criminal record, the institution will 
notify the individual that such report has been received 
and provide the individual with a copy of the report. The 
individual will have the right to challenge the accuracy 
and completeness of the report, according to the policy.
“What’s very important to understand is just because 
you were convicted of something somewhere, it does not 
mean that you’ll lose your job,” Artibise said.
Asked why the UT System adopted the policy, the 
provost replied: “There is no specific event that triggered 
the decision to adopt it. … They are just being prudent.”
 Artibise said the university has hired a company to 
conduct the criminal background checks at a cost of $7 
each.
The new policy requires the CBCs to have been 
completed no later than last Wednesday and as of last 
Thursday, background checks will be conducted on all 
new hired employees, including faculty, Artibise’s email 
states.
Although the provost informed the university about the 
new rules on Aug, 24, the Human Resources Department 
mentioned weeks before that it was working toward that, 
said David Marquez, a judicial affairs coordinator and 
president of the Staff Senate.
mandatory criminal 
background check
But a record won’t mean 









is on Sept. 
11, they look 
at me oddly. 
Some think I chose the 
date as a joke, some say 
I am horrible and that I 
have no respect for what 
happened that day 10 
years ago.
Truth is people give 
me too much credit if 
they think I was involved 
in the planning of my 
wedding, and it was 
the only Saturday that 
worked for us.
Last year when we 
got married, my wife 
and I were working 
and going to school 
full time. This made 
a weekday ceremony 
impossible, and we had 
family traveling for the 
wedding, so it had to be 
on the weekend.
We decided to marry in 
September because it was 
between her birthday 
in August and mine in 
October. It wasn’t until 
the invitations were 
mailed out that my wife 
told me, “You know we 
are getting married on 
9/11, right?”
But by then it was too 
late.
Before last year, I 
considered Sept. 11 a day 
of incredible sadness, 
a day when innocent 
people lost their lives, 
that shook a city and its 
country and a day that 
started a war we are still 
fighting.
Now I can’t help but 
think of the day as a 
happy one. Yes, the 
images of the World 
Trade Center towers 
falling are still fresh, 
but now I can’t help 
but think of it as a day 
when the whole country 
got together and people 
were looking out for each 
other.
This is what this 
day should be. So I 
officially declare Sept. 11 
Thanksgiving, Part Two: 
This Time it’s Personal.
In all seriousness, we 
really should use this day 
and every day to help the 
less fortunate, including 
those rescue workers 
who are to this day still 
feeling the pain of their 
bravery.
Computer lab move inconvenient
“Well, I think that [UTB/TSC moving] the SET-B 
[open computer] lab to the education 
building is very inconvenient for a 
lot of students. … The Oliveira lab 
and library have computers and 
so does the University Library, 
and SET-B was great because 
it was right in the middle [of 
campus] and students who 
had class at South and North 
and [Life and Health Sciences] 
buildings could print.” 
Arturo Aguilar / Senior government major 






Letters to the editor must include the name, classification and phone number of the 
author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed in The Collegian are 
those of writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Collegian or UTB/TSC 




Tell us what you think about-- 
almost anything. Send an email to 
collegian@utb.edu.
Empty vending machines
“The vending machines, they’re 
usually empty throughout the 
year. … They’re everywhere, 
they’re just usually empty. 
… Fill them up more often, 
maybe not every other week 
[but] every week.” 
James Ramirez 
Sophomore architecture major
Books are no bargain 
“Since I’m new at this school, books are really 
expensive. I tried renting them 
but the books I want I can’t rent 
them, not even at BookBee. … I 
have to go to Amazon because 




--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
--Photos by Christopher Peña
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Thoughts on Sept. 11
LiberaL but good
I wanted to share with you how much I enjoy reading 
Francisco Garza’s columns in The Collegian. They 
remind me of my time as a writer/reporter there. He’s 
right on target on most aspects. A little too liberal for 
me, but all is good. I encourage Mr. Garza to continue 
his writing and expressing himself. I enjoyed the 
column about Congressman Ron Paul being the second 
Texan in the race. Sad but true.  
 
Jose Borjon
U.S. House of Representatives Communications 
Director 
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About 1,800 people 
gathered at the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology 
Center Aug. 26 to enjoy 
music and games, ride a 
mechanical bull, jump in 
the pool, watch “Fast Five” 
and a hypnosis show.
Orange Crush welcomed 
not only UTB/TSC 
students, but also their 
families and friends.  
Inside the REK Center, 
students swapped their 
T-shirts for orange-
and-blue ones with the 
university and Orange 
Crush logos on them. 
“I think it’s awesome,” 
said Sabrina Saldivar, 
a senior psychology 
and nursing major who 
volunteered at the event. 
“They bring a T-shirt from 
another university and we 
trade them in for one of 
UTB, so it’s pretty cool.”
Jordi Lopez, a freshman 
math major who also 
volunteered in the T-shirt 
swap, said the old T-shirts 
will be donated.
Lopez said there should 
be more events like Orange 
Crush on campus.
“It brings more social 
life to the university and 
people can make more 
friends,” he said.
Other students lined up 
to design custom leather 
bracelets with the help of 
Val Sgroi, who adorned 
them with metal studs.
Feeling like rock 
stars, some students 
made their own music 
videos, including 
sophomore Suzanne 
Castro, art education 
sophomore Robert 
Ruiz and sophomore 
communication major 
Rhiannon Hobbs, who 
taped a rendition of 
blink-182’s “All the Small 
Things.”
“It’s the best time of my 
life,” Ruiz said.
“We just made a music 
video, we rock that!” 
Hobbs shouted.
Asked what she would 
say to students who didn’t 
attend Orange Crush, 
Castro replied: “You’re 
really missing out.” 
Students also played 
Nintendo Wii, Super 
Nintendo and Sony 
PlayStation 3 and took 
Western-style photos.
Outside the center, a 
mechanical bull tossed 
those students brave 
enough to ride it. 
More action came via 
the movie “Fast Five,” 
shown on a giant inflatable 
screen by the swimming 
pool, where students took 
turns on a water slide. 
Amid all the activities, 
two bands and DJ BR 
played music.
“I’m really excited to 
see a lot our students here 
enjoying a different variety 
of music,” Student Life 
Director Sergio Martinez 
said. “I think we’ve 
got a really interesting 
showcase tonight. ... Sick/
Sea is obviously doing a 
great job; we have Los 
Cuervos, who’s going to 
bring their own crowd 
later on tonight.”
Sick/Sea lead singer 
Audrey Janae Scott said: 
“It’s really cool, I have 
never been to an event like 
this.” 
Martinez said Orange 
Crush, which was one of 
the university’s Welcome 
Week activities, is a great 
way to meet fellow students 
and other members of 
the campus community. 
Among the organizations 
recruiting new members 
were the Student 
Government Association, 
Sigma Psi Delta, Dingbat 
Productions, Scorpion 
Buddies and Mu Alpha Nu. 
“There’s staff here, 
there’s faculty here. … 
Whoever missed out, I 
think, will miss out on 
great shows, opportunities 
to network, socialize and 
just have a good time,” 
Martinez said.
Hypnotist Rich Aimes, 
a crowd favorite, had more 
than enough volunteers 
for his performance. He 
convinced 25 students to 
act like such celebrities 
as Beyoncé, Jay-Z, Justin 
Bieber, Lady Gaga, Taylor 
Swift, Shakira, Christina 
Aguilera, Elvis Presley and 
Michael Jackson.  
“Hypnosis is not like the 
movies,” Aimes told the 
crowd gathered around 
the stage. “When you’re 
hypnotized, first of all, 
you’re never going to 
actually go to sleep; when 
you’re hypnotized, you’re 
going to hear everything 
that is going on, you’re 
going to hear everything 
that I’m saying ... you’re 
just going to be so relaxed 
you won’t care what I ask 
you to do.”
By Stephanie Mendez  
THE COLLEGIAN
Orange Crush, what a rush!
 ChriStopher peña/collegian photos
Freshman biology major Kristin Martinez rides the waterslide at the REK Center pool. 
Audrey Scott, vocalist for the Sick/
Sea band of McAllen, performs during 
Orange Crush.
The Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks on the 
United States had a 
personal impact on visual 
arts Lecturer Marcia 
Selsor.
“My brother-in-law’s 
best man was killed on the 
120th floor in Goldman 
Sachs and I had two 
friends in the Fulbright 
Association who were on 
the 33rd floor and they 
made it out,” Selsor said. 
“I saw them in November 
and they were very shaken 
by the whole event still. I 
also taught a class in Italy 
right after 9/11 and I had a 
participant in that who saw 
the plane hit the Pentagon 
from her desk.”
Freshman computer 
science major Aaron 
Martinez was very young 
when the attacks occurred, 
but he still can recall that 
afternoon.
“During the attacks 
I was in third grade at 
Los Fresnos Elementary 
[School],” Martinez said. 
“I heard about the attacks 
through my principal. ... I 
didn’t really think about it 
much because I didn’t know 
that someone would intend 
on killing other people.”
Selsor’s experiences and 
what she viewed from the 
media around the world 
inspired her to create “Every 
Life Is a Book,” 45 ceramic 
books commemorating the 
tragedy. 
“So I’ve had my own 
personal impact from 
it with the friend of the 
family dying and friends’ 
experiences,” she said. 
“I think everybody who 
watched the events on 
television and the follow-up 
commercials of the people 
saying, “I am American” 
could see how it brought 
everybody together and 
that’s how I got involved 
and I wanted to express it 
somehow.”
“[Then New York City] 
Mayor [Rudy] Giuliani 
had said “every life is a 
book” and if you watched 
the memorials growing 
and growing around the 
Ground Zero in New 
York, the photographs 
of people missing and 
wanting information and 
you hear more stories like 
Ted Beamer in Flight 93 
when he said, “Let’s roll,” 
and I think I’ve never felt 
more proud of being an 
American.” 
Selsor is professor 
emerita at Montana 
State University-Billings. 
When she was hired by 
UTB/TSC, she looked 
for a location to place 
her artwork. She found a 
wall at the International 
Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center that fit 
the description of what she 
was looking for. 
“I was asked to teach this 
semester because they had 
a short time period to hire 
new people,” she said. “I am 
a retired art professor, so I 
was invited to come and 
I’ve been looking for a big 
wall to put this on because 
it’s a very big installation 
and there were no galleries 
on campus big enough to 
hold it .... so I asked Mr. 
[James] Holt, who is the 
manager of the building 
over there if I could do that. 
I met him several times 
but this was discussed at a 
reception for an artist from 
the Mexican Consulate, the 
wall with the [American] 
flag, I thought it was the 
perfect wall.” 
At 2 p.m. Sunday, there 
will be a 9/11 Memorial 
ceremony at the ITEC 
Center Central Plaza. David 
Rivera, program director of 
Veterans Upward Bound, 
said Cameron County 
Judge Carlos H. Cascos will 
be the keynote speaker. 
Others who will speak 
at the memorial include 
Mayor Tony Martinez, 
Brownsville Police 
Chief Carlos Garcia and 
Brownsville Fire Chief 
Lenny Perez. 
9/11 memorial ceremony
Professor’s art backbone to event set for Sunday at ITECC
By alexandra Gracia
THE COLLEGIAN
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We’re always open and only a click away
Download the Amazon Price Check app 
and check textbook prices instantly.
Free two-day shipping available to customers who qualify for our free Amazon Student program.
Get your textbooks fast with
FREE Two-Day Shipping
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1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX  
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com 
Monday:  8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday:  8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday:  8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Thursday:  8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday:  8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday:  8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Earn $100 this week 
Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to 
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn 
up to $100 this week as a new donor.
Faculty, Students, Staff!
(956)546-0381
55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(Off 12th St.)
TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY. 
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.
• Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds




• $200 mon. per person double occupancy
• Flexible month-to-month agreement
• All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
• Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
• Security Surveillance 
$200
PERPERSON*
The Rio Bravo Wildlife 
Institute is determined 
to teach six communities 
in Texas how to spend 
less on food and gasoline 
while conserving the 
environment at the same 
time. 
One way in which the 
institute practices what it 
preaches is by using a bus 
that runs on homemade, 
environmentally friendly 
fuel. 
Representatives of the 
institute travel across 
Texas to encourage the 
communities to conserve 
the environment, an eco-
friendly bus was in order. 
The Lone Star Eco-Bus 
assists Mother Nature with 
its economically friendly 
interior and exterior 
designs.
Joe Boswell, the 
institute’s outreach 
director, said the bus’ 
fuel, made of vegetable 
oil waste, is 80 percent 
cleaner than regular fuel.
“It produces less carbon 
gas omissions,” Boswell 
said. “Regular diesel 
produces 24 pounds a 
gallon when it’s burned. 
This produces 6 pounds a 
gallon of carbon dioxide 
omissions; it’s basically 
cleaner for the air.” 
The fuel the bus uses is 
also less expensive to make 
than buying regular fuel. 
The fuel costs 80 cents to 
$1 a gallon. 
“The only catch is … it 
takes about a day to make 
40 gallons,” Boswell said. 
The RBWI helps the 
communities make such 
fuel.
“We could teach you 
how to build a processor, 
it works in any diesel 
engine,” Boswell said.
The RBWI can be found 
at Lincoln Park, where it 
grows a large, economically 
beneficial garden. 
The institute runs an 
Urban Ecology Center 
at Lincoln Park, located 
across from UTB/TSC 
on University Boulevard. 
The center houses the 
Community Learning 
Gardens, the Childrens’ 
Urban Forest, Hot Birds, 
Renaissance Kids, 
Resacareation, outreach 
activities and special 
events, according to the 
organization’s website.
The garden is not 
only visually beautiful, 
but also valuable for 
the environment and 
community. Residents are 
taught how to save money 
on groceries by gardening.
“In this project, we are 
basically teaching people 
sustainability at home, so 
they can learn how to grow 
their own vegetables,” said 
Wile Muzingo, a volunteer 
coordinator and gardener 
for the institute.
Because of its 
semitropical climate, 
Brownsville soil is good 
for growing vegetable 
gardens, he said.
“Once [people] learn 
how to grow their own 
produce, they will be able 
to make less trips to the 
supermarket, saving their 
own gasoline,” Muzingo 
said.
For more information 
on the Rio Bravo Wildlife 
Institute, visit their 
website at www.rbwi.org.
By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez 
The Collegian
Fueling conservation
The Rio Bravo Wildlife Institute bus runs on fuel made from vegetable oil that is 80 
percent cleaner than diesel fuel, officials say.
ChRistopheR peñA/collegian
Last fall, Luby’s and 
Sodexo submitted 
proposals to become 
the next food vendor on 
campus, but as of today, 
neither company has been 
awarded the contract. 
University officials 
say there are two issues 
between the university 
and Sodexo: Who is 
going to cover the cost of 
renovating the kitchen 
inside El Comedor and 
Sodexo’s stipulation that 
a certain number of meals 
per day be purchased. 
“One [issue] is that 
the kitchen needs full 
renovation and it’s going 
to require several hundred 
thousand dollars to do 
so and is the university 
willing to cover those 
costs or will the vendor 
that’s coming in willing to 
cover the cost?” UTB/TSC 
Purchasing Director Bill 
Dodd told The Collegian 
last month. “Sodexo has 
wavered sort of back and 
forth as [to] whether they 
are willing to put the 
investment in and that’s 
one half of the biggest 
part of the problem, but 
really the other half is 
slightly heavier.”
The “other half” is 
the number of meals 
purchased.
“They want a 
guaranteed number of 
meals that are purchased 
from them on a daily 
basis,” Dodd said. “They 
want the university to 
guarantee it. They would 
want us to mandate 
a certain number of 
students [to] buy meals 
on a daily basis and if 
that didn’t happen, the 
university would have to 
make up the difference 
and we’re not going to 
be prepared to do that 
because it’s not something 
you should do as a state 
agency. So those are two 
major issues that have 
been negotiated back and 
forth through this period. 
… It’s been that issue since 
day one.”
He said the problem 
with the Luby’s proposal 
is that it requires the 
university to invest in the 
renovation of the kitchen 
inside El Comedor before 
the company decides 
whether to consider 
offering its services on 
campus.
“Luby’s would also 
require us to do some 
major renovations in that 
regard,” Dodd said. “We 
would have to put a lot 
of money in the kitchen 
before they would even 
consider coming in here 
and offering services. The 
university feels that if 
someone is going to come 
in here and sell something 
and make money off of 
the students, they should 
be part of the investment, 
if not the full investment.”
Dodd said the Luby’s 
proposal will not be 
considered.
“I think it’s too far past 
and I think they moved on 
to other projects,” he said. 
“If we have to go back out 
there, we’ll have to rebid 
and then they will have to 
respond to the bid again.”
Omar Muhammad, 
Sodexo’s director of 
business development, 
told The Collegian that 
the company and the 
university are still holding 
talks. 
“Well, quite honestly, 
we kind of came to a verbal 
agreement that we would 
move forward with the 
dining service operation 
on campus and then 
there were some issues on 
campus that kind of put 
us in a holding pattern,” 
Muhammad said. “I’m 
not sure what those were. 
... So until we complete 
those negotiations and get 
the green light from the 
university, we’re kind of 
stuck in the pattern that 
we’re in, which is kind of 
back and forth.”
Asked why Sodexo 
wants a guaranteed 
number of meals 
purchased, he replied: 
“Part of our entire 
program is hinged on 
being able to provide 
a greater service level 
than what you’ve had 
in the past. … Because 
of that, we just need to 
have some assurances 
that the program will be 
supported.”
Residential Life 
Director Douglas Stoves 
does not believe every 
student attending the 
university needs a 
meal plan and said it’s 
premature to discuss it.
“Without looking fully 
at what our final deal is, 
it’s hard to predict what is 
going to happen,” Stoves 
said. 
For now, U-Mix, the 
current food service 
provider, will continue 
to offer its services to the 
university. 
“We’re still in 
discussions with Ernesto 
[Escudero], who runs 
U-Mix,” Dodd said, 
referring to the vendor 
who manages the Scorpion 
Café in the Student Union. 
“He said he would be 
willing to continue to 
offer services as long as he 
feels like he can. He has 
other operations starting 
around town and at some 
point, he does need to put 
his effort towards those 
new operations.”
U-Mix has been serving 
the students since Fall 




diminished services until 
that occurs because he 
cannot keep full staff 
because they may not have 
jobs for a great length of 
time,” Dodd said. “What 
he was telling me is a 
majority of his staff was 
looking for at least a one-
year commitment and he 
can’t give that to them. So 
a lot of them had to go out 
and find other jobs.”









Nombre: Tania Gisel Galván
Edad: 22 años
Especialidad: Traducción y Letras 
Hispánicas
Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre del 2011
Promedio: 3.4
Ciudad natal: Brownsville
Reconocimientos: Lista del Decano, 
Otoño 2008-Primavera 2011; Lista de la 
Rectora, Otoño 2009.
Pasatiempos: “Salir con mis amigos, tocar 
el violín y leer”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas?  “Mi principal 
meta es graduarme y la segunda es 
dar clases, pues la docencia me da la 
oportunidad de transmitir lo que sé a otras 
personas. También quisiera ejercer alguna 
de mis carreras en otro país”.
¿Qué actividades escolares realizas? 
“Gracias a mi trabajo en el departamento de 
Lenguas Modernas, ayudo en la organización 
de actividades como los congresos de poesía. 
También he sido asistente de algunos 
profesores en sus clases”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Soy 
vicepresidenta de una pastoral juvenil en 
una iglesia de Matamoros y ahí mismo soy 
profesora de catecumenado de estudiantes 
de primer año”.
¿Cuál es tu inspiración? “Me inspira 
el mundo en el que vivimos, pues el hecho 
de que se esté volviendo cada vez más 
inhóspito, me incita a crecer personalmente 
para lograr que sea un lugar más agradable. 
También me inspira la idea de retribuirle 
a mi familia el apoyo que siempre me ha 
dado”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Quisiera 
trabajar en una escuela como consejera y 
ser, al mismo tiempo, traductora”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar? 
“Sólo pongo atención en clase y tomo notas. 
Prefiero escuchar lo que dice el maestro a 
repasar cosas que desde un principio no 
entendí”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los alumnos 
de nuevo ingreso? “El mejor consejo 
que les puedo dar es que vayan a clase, que 
intenten no faltar”.
Anécdota: “Recuerdo que el pasado 14 
de febrero, fui a una clase de traducción 
cargando un enorme oso de peluche que me 
habían regalado. A la maestra de la clase 
le llamó la atención y se quejó enfrente 
de todos que a ella jamás le había dado su 
novio un regalo tan grande como el mío. Lo 
recuerdo y me da mucha pena”.
--Recopilado por Viridiana Zúñiga
Christopher peña/Collegian
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Pero un registro no significa la pérdida de un trabajo, según la política de Ut System 
Día nacional de Cataluña, España
los catalanes celebran el día en que perdieron su independencia
Cada 11 de 
septiembre en 
Cataluña, España, se 
recuerda la pérdida de 
la independencia que 
sufrieron los catalanes 
en el año  de 1714, con 





actos cívicos, los 
catalanes celebran 
la época en que 
fueron privados 
de sus libertades 
nacionales, con el 
afán de reivindicar 
su identidad como 
nación y seguir 




celebramos la victoria, 
sino la derrota del 
pueblo catalán”, 
dijo Silvia del Cerro, 
ex-estudiante de 
intercambio de UTB/
TSC, que es catalana. 
“Este día es para 
recordar a quienes se 
levantaron a luchar 
para defender nuestra 
tierra”.
Una noche antes 
de la fiesta de la 
c o n m e m o r a c i ó n , 
se hacen marchas 
con antorchas que 
iluminan las calles. 
Al día siguiente, 
partidos políticos y 
una gran cantidad 
de catalanes hacen 
ofrendas florales al 
monumento de Rafael 
Casanova, quien 
luchó para proteger a 
Cataluña.
“Miles de personas 
se reúnen en la 
estatua de Casanova”, 
dijo Aldo González, 
estudiante de 
ingeniería, visitante 
asiduo de la región.
Las calles se 
llenan de colores 
rojo y amarillo, que 
son propios de la 
bandera catalana y 
algunas personas 
cuelgan señeras en los 
balcones.
En los actos cívicos, 
se entona el himno 
de Cataluña “Els 
Segadors”.
Pero es en 
Barcelona donde se 
reúne la mayoría. En 
la tarde y noche del 
11 de septiembre, se 
ofrece un concierto en 
el Arco del Triunfo de 
la ciudad.
El Parque de la 
Ciudadela es el 
epicentro de los 
eventos culturales, 
pues artistas invitados 
hacen acto de 
presencia y se unen al 
ambiente  festivo del 
lugar.
“Es la fiesta de la 
historia de Cataluña”, 
dijo María Fernández, 
maestra de medio 
tiempo de traducción, 
oriunda de España.
La historia de la 
Díada comenzó el 11 
de septiembre de 1714, 
cuando después de 
meses de haber sido 
sitiada, la ciudad de 
Barcelona cayó ante 
las tropas borbónicas.
Cataluña dejó 
de ser una nación 
soberana hasta la 
Segunda República 
(1936-1939) cuando 
recuperó parte de su 
antigua autonomía, 
según el Gobierno 
Regional Autónomo 
de Cataluña. Pero 
sufre una segunda 
represión tras la 
Guerra Civil. 
 “Cataluña es una 
de las regiones que ha 
tenido que sufrir más 
por tener una cultura 
que va más allá de 
la propia cultura 
de España”, dijo 
Fernández.
Fue hasta 1980 
cuando Cataluña 
establece su primer 
parlamento y declara 
el 11 de septiembre 








todo lo que conlleva 
nuestra región y nos 
sentimos orgullosos 
de ello”. 
Foto Cortesía de diego gonzález
Más de 700 empleados de 
UTB/TSC serán sometidos a 
una revisión de antecedentes 
penales para cumplir con la 
nueva política de UT System, 
dicen los directivos.
“Si alguien fue acusado 
y condenado por un delito 
en cualquier parte de los 
EE.UU., existe un registro 
público que lo indica”, dijo 
Alan Artibise, preboste y 
vicepresidente de Asuntos 
Académicos. 
“Por lo tanto, para la 
revisión de antecedentes, 
tendremos que entrar a 
ese registro público para 
averiguar si el nombre del 
empleado se encuentra ahí”. 
En un email enviado a 
todo el campus el 24 de 
agosto, Artibise dijo que 
745  empleados nunca han 
pasado por dicha revisión, 
pues fueron contratados 
antes de que la política se 
implementara en el 2005.
“Quienes controlan 
dinero, trabajan en un 
centro de cuidado infantil, 
en el departamento de Allied 
Health y los de enfermería, 
ya están cubiertos”, dijo 
Artibise refiriéndose a 
aquellos empleados a quienes 
les habían hecho tal revisión 
antes de que la política fuera 
efectuada. 
“Por lo tanto, lo que 
estamos haciendo es ampliar 
un programa que ya existe”.
De acuerdo con la nueva 
política del UT System, “no 
se privará del empleo o del 
ascenso de puesto a ningún 
individuo con antecedentes 
penales de manera 
automática. Cualquier 
hallazgo que se reporte, será 
estudiado en base a cada 
caso”. 
Artibise dijo, “Estamos 
buscando situaciones 
relacionadas con delitos de 
tipo sexual, sobre todo si 
estos incluyen a menores 
de edad, así como asuntos 
financieros. Nosotros 
seremos quienes juzguen 
la situación”, dijo Artibise. 
“[Esto depende de] cuál 
es el puesto del empleado, 
la naturaleza del delito [y] 
cuando se cometió”.  
Si el informe indica que un 
solicitante o empleado actual 
tiene antecedentes penales, 
la institución notificará 
a la persona sobre dicho 
informe y le proporcionará 
al individuo una copia de 
éste. El individuo tendrá 
el derecho de cuestionar la 
exactitud e integridad de la 
información, de acuerdo con 
la normativa.
“Es muy importante 
entender que el hecho 
de haber sido declarado 
culpable de algo no significa 
que el empleado perderá su 
trabajo”, dijo Artbise. 
Al preguntarle por qué el 
UT System había adoptado 
dicha normativa, el preboste 
respondió: “No hay un evento 
específico que provocó la 
decisión de adoptarla…Sólo 
están siendo prudentes.” 
La política se está 
aplicando ahora. 
Artibise dijo que la 
universidad ha contratado 
a una empresa para realizar 
la investigación de historial 
criminal a un costo de 7 
dólares cada una. 
La revisión de 
antecedentes penales tuvo 
que haber sido completada 
el miércoles pasado, según 
esta nueva política y desde 
el pasado jueves, dicha 
verificación se realizará a 
todos los empleados que 
sean contratados. 
Aunque la comunidad 
universitaria fue informada 
de las reglas el pasado 24 de 
agosto, el departamento de 
Recursos Humanos ya había 
mencionado, semanas antes, 
que estaban trabajando en 
eso, dijo David Márquez, 
coordinador de Asuntos 
Judiciales y  presidente 
del Senado del Personal 
Administrativo.  






Volleyball Team continues 
its tournament play this 
weekend by participating 
in the Lee University 
(Tenn.) Invitational 
Tournament in Cleveland, 
Tenn. 
The Scorpions will face 
off against Bryan College 
and Bethel College on 
Friday. They will then 
play the host team, Lee 
University on Saturday. 
Lee is ranked the No. 3 in 
the NAIA Coaches’ Top 25 
Poll.
Last weekend, the team 
traveled to Columbia, 
Mo., for the Quality Inn 
Classic Tournament 
hosted by Columbia 
College. The team was 
scheduled to battle 
No.19 Oklahoma Baptist 
University and the No. 2 
ranked Columbia College 
on Friday and Park 
University and No. 24 
Missouri Baptist College 
on Saturday. Scores were 
not available at press 
time. 
The No. 4-ranked 
Scorpions swept four 
teams in Oklahoma 
Baptist University’s 
Bison Blast tournament 
in Shawnee, Okla. The 
team beat Wiley College 
25-11, 25-20 and 25-15 
and Oklahoma Baptist 
University 25-15, 25-22 
and 25-22 on Aug. 26.
On Aug. 27, UTB/TSC 
outpaced Westminster 
College of Salt Lake 25-
11, 25-17, 25-21 and John 
Brown University 25-19, 
25-16, 25-14.
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Wi n , lose an d d raw
The UTB/TSC Women’s 
Soccer Team started its 
season with challenging 
games in what Head 
Coach Nik Barjaktarevic 
hopes to be a measuring 
stick for his team in 
contrast to the rest of the 
conference. 
Three of the five first 
games are against teams 
ranked in the top 15 of the 
NAIA’s Coaches’ Top 25 
Poll.
The next challenge 
will include San Diego 
Christian College this 




After a rough start to 
the season, the Scorpions 
finally broke into the win 
column Thursday night 
with a 2-1 victory over 
Texas A&M International 
University in Laredo. 
Junior forward Leah 
Russell scored the 
victorious goal from 
about 25 yards out with 
time running out in 
the overtime period. 
Scoring the first goal 
for the Scorpions was 
sophomore midfielder 
Isadora Freitas.
The women kicked 
off their season with a 
scoreless double overtime 
tie against the No.13-
ranked University of 
Mobile in Hattiesburg, 
Miss., on Aug. 25. 
They continued their 
Mississippi road trip with 
a game against William 
Carey University on Aug. 
27. William Carey is 
ranked No.11.
The Scorpions fought 
back to tie the score 
at 3 on a penalty kick 
by midfielder Helen 
Wagstaff with 32 minutes 
left in the game, but just 
as a penalty kick gave 
them the lead, it took 
it away. A foul on the 
Scorpions inside the box 
gave William Carey the 
penalty kick, which it 
converted to take the lead 
back--a lead they would 
not relinquish. 
Scoring other goals 
for the Scorpions 
were forward Verena 
Wonsikowski, at the 2:12 
mark of the first period, 
and forward Samantha 
Garcia at the 53:30 mark 
of the second period.
Scorpions  setter Amber Brooks (left) and middle blocker Ana Guerra attempt to 
block Jennifer Kowalski’s hit during practice Wednesday in the Garza Gym. The 






Scorpions sizzle on the court
Volleyball team triumphs at Bison Blast tournament
The UTB/TSC Men’s 
Soccer Team gets its first 
big test of the season as 
it heads to Mobile, Ala., 
to play Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University 
on Friday before facing 
the University of Mobile 
on Saturday. 
The University of 
Mobile is the No.2-
ranked team in the NAIA 
Coaches’ Preseason Top 
25 Poll, while Embry-
Riddle, located in 
Daytona Beach, Fla., is 
just outside the top 25 
coming in at No. 35.
The Scorpions played 
The Master’s College 
last Friday, followed by 
the team from Embry-
Riddle’s Arizona campus 
on Saturday. Both 
games were in Prescott, 
Ariz., and results were 
unavailable at press 
time.
The Scorpions 
met Texas A&M 
International University 
on Aug. 27 in Laredo to 
finish off their exhibition 
schedule. They played 
to a 1-1 tie with the 
Scorpion goal being 
scored by midfielder 
Orrin Farrell with an 




Men are ’ Bama bound
The Peanut Gal lery
Sports have always 
been something I loved 
in life. We watch them 
on TV at home, in sports 
bars or go to stadiums 
and cheer on our fa-
vorite teams. We feel 
like champions when 
they win or sad and an-
gry when they don’t. 
Ten years ago on a day 
just like many others, 
the unthinkable hap-
pened. We were attacked 
and sports stopped. 
They didn’t matter, not 
then, not on that day.
Now, I’m not an emo-
tional type of guy but 
that day I ran through 
a gauntlet of emo-
tions. I was shocked 
and in disbelief; there 
was denial and then 
the subsequent anger. 
I remember where I 
was and what I was do-
ing. That moment, the 
feelings, and the subse-
quent repercussions of 
an attack on the United 
States will forever be 
etched into my mind. 
We were all Americans 
at that point. We were 
united and together. The 
hurt, the sadness and 
the American pride was 
all one. We were one. It’s 
a shame that it took such 
a tragedy to get us to 
that point, but we were.
The country was 
shaken and we felt un-
easy and scared. How 
could we ever venture 
back out into our daily 
lives? How would we at-
tain normalcy again?
We’d do it the same 
way we face all adversity 
in our lives. With that 
American spirit we’re all 
too proud of. That brava-
do that other countries 
hate us for and we love 
so much. It’s that same 
spirit that gives us the 
underdog and the ability 
to face the unlikely odds.
Sports was our way 
to escape our everyday 
lives. It has always been. 
Baseball was played 
again a mere six days af-
ter the terrorist attacks. 
Many of the stadiums 
were empty at first but 
slowly they began to fill 
again. “God Bless Amer-
ica” was sung in place 
of “Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame.” Some stadi-
ums still do 10 years lat-
er. Soon after, the post-
season began and people 
moved on by cheering 
their favorite teams on.
Football postponed its 
scheduled games that 
week. There really wasn’t 
much of a choice in the 
matter. They played 
the following week, 
though the games took 
a different significance. 
Through these games 
we discovered our sense 
of normalcy again. It 
was something familiar 
and familiar is good. Fa-
miliar is home for crea-
tures of habit like us.
It’s strange to think 
as sports as patriotic 
but they are. Football, 
baseball and even some-
thing like NASCAR is 
as patriotic as it gets.
This year the foot-
ball season kicks off 
on the anniversary of 
the attacks. Events are 
planned in all sports to 
commemorate the 10th 
anniversary that week-
end. I will watch and I 
will remember what is 
truly important in life. 
I’ll remember the World 
Trade Center victims, 
the firefighters, the po-
lice officers, the people 
on those flights, the 
people in Washington, 
D.C., and the Flight 93 
heroes. I’ll remember all 
the soldiers who fought 
and are still fighting so 
we may be more secure. 
For those of you who say, 
“I never asked them to 
fight for me!” remem-
ber, you didn’t have to. 
I implore you to re-
member that we are 
one nation and remind 
you that life is short 
and it must be lived to 
the fullest every day. 
Remember that sac-
rifices are made by 
many so you can en-
joy things like these 
games. Now, being that 
this is supposed to be 
a sports column, re-
member: My team will 








hamburgers, Flaming Hot 
Cheetos, chocolate and ice 
cream are all great ways 
to gain weight, and fast. 
If you’re trying to lose 
weight, uh, not so much.
To lose weight is hard, 
but to lose weight alone, 
with little motivation and 
with everyone around you 
partaking of junk food is 
the equivalent of walking 
barefoot through the 
Mojave Desert. Trust me, 
it’s not easy.
Now if you manage to 
lift yourself off the couch, 
and start to work out, but 
feel yourself wavering, 
then perhaps a visit to the 
UTB/TSC’s Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology 
Center is in order. The 
center offers sessions with 
a certified personal trainer 
to help you attain the goals 
you set for yourself.
Prices range from $20 
for a one-hour session 
to $300 for 20 hours 
for students. Faculty, 
staff, alumni and anyone 
eligible for membership 
at the REK Center can 
participate in the personal 
trainer program, but 
at a slightly higher fee. 
Discounted prices are also 
available for anyone who 
brings a friend with whom 
to exercise.
Annette L. Livas, 
assistant director of the 
REK Center, said the 
personal trainers at UTB/
TSC are not motivated 
by meeting membership 
quotas and fees as those at 
workout facilities outside 
the university might be. 
“[Our trainers] are 
motivated by improving 
people’s health,” Livas 
said. “They’re not 
motivated financially. 
Trainers will work with 
you and they’re going to 
listen to what you want to 
accomplish, whether you 
want to lose weight or you 
want to improve at a sport, 
they’re going to work with 
you to try to achieve your 
goal.”
For more information 
about the personal trainer 
program, visit www.utb.
edu/sa/campusrec. Click 
on the Fitness/Wellness 
link, then on the Personal 
Training link or the 
Trainer Request Form to 
get started.
Senior marketing major Erick Ptacnik works out Thursday with a spot from Abel 
Guerra, a junior kinesiology major and REK Center fitness associate.
AlejAndRo RiveRA/collEgian
Losing weight just got ‘personal’
By Alejandro Rivera
SportS Editor





You know you’re 
watching the MTV Video 
Music Awards when 
you see more fashion 
don’ts than do’s, “iconic” 
performances and 
memorable moments on 
stage. 
I remember watching 
the awards ceremony as 
a kid, when “Baby One 
More Time” Britney 
Spears (I miss her), 
*Nsync, No Doubt, TLC 
and Pearl Jam won 
awards because they’re 
talented artists.
Being 19, I remember 
the VMAs of the late ’90s 
and the first half of the 
millennium. 
I stopped watching 
the awards show 
because, just like in high 
school, the VMAs are a 
popularity contest and 
the network because it 
traded music videos for 
reality television. 
This year, I hoped the 
awards would be a bit 
different because two 
of my favorite artists 
were nominated: pop 
soul singer Adele and 
Tyler, the Creator (Tyler 
Okonma) of shock value 
rap collective Odd Future.
In the beginning, the 
awards show seemed 
quite typical, honoring 
Britney for being old and 
making “club music” and 
Justin Bieber for making 
tween girls squeal.
While it seemed 
Bieber, Lady Gaga, Nicki 
Minaj and Katy Perry 
would, sadly, take home 
most of the Moonmen, 
Tyler astonishingly won 
the Moonman for Best 
New Artist for his video 
“Yonkers.” 
As huge fans of Tyler 
and the rest of Odd 
Future, my brother 
and I voted for him as 
much as we could in the 
two categories he was 
nominated: Best New 
Artist and Video of the 
Year. 
Beating Wiz Khalifa, 
Big Sean, Foster the 
People and Kreayshawn, 
the 20-year-old’s foul-
mouthed acceptance 
speech is causing a stir in 
the entertainment world. 
“Yo, I’m excited as f--- 
right now, yo,” Okonma 
said. “I wanted this sh-- 
since I was 9. I’m about 
to cry. This is for my little 
brother Earl. He’s not 
here right now. I really 
can’t believe I’m here 
right now. I didn’t write a 
thank-you speech. I don’t 
know. F---.  To all the kids 
watching, you can do this 
sh--. Thank you.”
Right after, Twitter 
and other social media 
networks blew up with 
positive and negative 
reaction to his win.
It reminded me of 
when Arcade Fire’s “The 
Suburbs” won Album of 
the Year at the Grammys 
and fans thought Lady 
Gaga or some other 
“artists” deserved the 
award. I know Gaga, 
Bieber and a few others 
can sing, but that does not 
make them artists. Any 
who, right after their win, 
“Who is Arcade Fire?” 
was the most searched 
topic on Google and even 
a Tumblr account was 
created, as a joke. 
Under the professional 
categories, Adele’s 
“Rolling in the Deep” 
video won for Best 
Art Direction, Best 
Cinematography and 
Best Editing,  but 
everyone who watched 
her stripped-down 
version of “Someone Like 
You” wished they had 
voted her for Video of 
the Year, Best Pop Video 
and Best Female Video. 
Don’t worry, Adele owns 
two Grammys, which are 
worth more than eight 
VMAs.
In other news, super 
couple Beyoncé Knowles 
and Jay-Z revealed 
their baby bump after 
Knowles’ performance 
of “Love on Top,” Lady 
Gaga didn’t surprise fans 
dressing as her male 
alter ego Jo Calderone 
(it didn’t beat the meat 
dress) and Kanye West 













Clothing: Ripped jeans, Hollister 
($69); black tank top, American Eagle 
($15); red slip-ons, Journey’s ($39.99)
Accessories: Studded belt, Hot 
Topic ($19.99); Juicy Couture 
watch, www.juicycouture.com ($200)
Tattoos: Flower and anchor tattoo, 
Ol Skool Tattoo ($140 and $120)  
Who/what inspires your style? “I 
do love Kat Von D, but I wouldn’t say she 
totally inspires ‘my style.’ I pretty much 
have always just woken up and let the 
music hit me and grab something from 
my pile of clothes, literally.”
Describe your style in three words: 
“Chill. Edgy. Me.”
--Compiled by Leslie Barrientos
“Identity Mesh Exposition, an exhibit of artwork from 
artists in Monterrey, Mexico, opened Thursday at the 
International Technology, Education and Commerce 
Center.
The exhibit is part of the Mexican Consulate’s 
celebration of Mes de la Patria, the month when Mexico 
gained its independence. 
“We are very happy here because today is Sept. 1 … [and 
during] the whole month of September, we are going to 
honor the Mexican heroes who gave us independence 
and liberty,” said Consul Rodolfo Quilantán Arenas. 
“For me, it’s very important to initiate this collection of 
art and we are very thankful because this is the second 
time we receive an art collection from Monterrey.” 
Forty-nine works of art created by 38 artists were 
provided by La Plastica de Garza García, a nonprofit 
organization for artists in the Mexican city. A few works 
cover Mexican culture and important issues such as the 
violence in Mexico.  
“They sent us 49 paintings to show the local 
community in Brownsville and the local community 
north of Tamaulipas, Mexican culture and serious 
issues,” Arenas said. 
Freshman architecture major Jesus Velasco believes 
the works of art have a modern twist.
 “They’re super cool,” Velasco said. “I’ve never seen 
any of those. They look more modern.  People seem to 
get their ideas from things they really like.”
The exhibit also contains a small store where crafts 
made by artisans from the nonprofit organization Fondo 
Nacional Para El Provimiento De Las Artisanias are 
sold. 
“We are promoting the Mexican artisan from 
different regions and states in Mexico,” said Patricia 
Tapia de Quilantán, the consul’s wife. “[The artisans] 
make the products and FONART sells them. There are 
large FONART stores in Mexico, but it is a nonprofit 
organization so they do not obtain a profit from the 
artisans’ work.”
Tapia said the crafts are sold at affordable prices.
SignS of 
the timeS





A wooden doll created by an artisan from Fondo Nacional Para El Provimiento 
De Las Artisanias is for sale inside the International Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center.
investigate the possible 
sale of Fort Brown Condo 
Villas I.
--authorized Lewis to 
enter into negotiations 
with UTB regarding the 
best use of the Village 
at Fort Brown student 
housing property.
--approved the TSC 
District budget for 
Fiscal Year 2011-2012. 
General fund revenues 
total $61,055,535; a large 
portion of that includes 
state appropriations 
and tuition and fees 
that are transferred 
to UTB to support the 
general operation of the 
partnership.
--approved an ad 
valorem tax rate of 
0.164026 cents per $100 
valuation
--approved TSC legal 
counsel invoices
The board also voted 
to extend the Scorpion 
Metro bus service for next 
year but only during the 
fall and spring semesters, 
excluding holidays such as 
Spring Break.
Trustee David Oliveira 
was absent from the 
meeting. Chairman 
Francisco Rendon said 
Oliveira had called to say 
he was stuck in Houston.
UTB President Juliet 
V. García was absent, but 
Provost Alan Artibise 
attended in her place. 
TSC
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